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Marshal’s Minute-State Fire Marshal Matt Perez 

I want to start by wishing everyone a Happy New Year! As we put 

2021 in the rearview mirror, the OSFM was proud to continue our 

dedication to the Illinois Fire Service by providing funding for 

training, equipment, and other needs during the pandemic. As 

we fast forward to 2022 our commitment remains the same. We 

are dedicated to helping to provide training to career and 

volunteer departments across the state so that the members of 

the Illinois Fire Service are the most well trained in the world.  

The COVID-19 pandemic continues, and we are seeing a surge 

again in cases across the state and the country. I want to stress 

the importance of making sure you have an up-to-date continuity 

of operations plan (COOP) for your department. If you don’t have 

a plan or just want to refresh yours, there are resources available through MABAS and the 

Illinois Fire Service Institute that can help guide you through this process. These plans can help 

to reduce the strain on staffing issues and helps to set guidelines to follow when certain officers 

or staff are out due to illness or injury.  

January is Firefighter Cancer Awareness Month. Cancer is the most dangerous and under-

recognized threat to the health and safety of firefighters according to the Firefighter Cancer 

Support Network. It is also the leading cause of line-of-duty deaths. From 2015-2020, 75% of 

the fire fighters added to the IAFF Fallen Fire Fighter Memorial died from occupational cancer. I 

can’t stress enough the importance of getting screened and doing your yearly physicals. Taking 

this time can help to spot something early, that if not found or treated, could lead to more 

serious issues in the future, or worse, loss of life. If we all work together to limit our exposures, 

get screened and improve our lifestyles, we will beat cancer and come out a healthier fire 

service community.  

In 2019, the Illinois Fire Service Institute (IFSI), the Office of the State Fire Marshal (OSFM), and 

State of Illinois Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) partnered in the creation of the State of 

Illinois Preliminary Exposure Reduction Training project. This joint venture was developed to 

deliver critical firefighter health and life safety research, education, training and basic 

equipment to fire departments across the state. The intent of the project is to provide 

departments with free basic equipment that can be used for preliminary exposure reduction 

(gross decontamination or decon) of personnel on incident response scenes, as well as training 

on how to use those tools. The recommended decon equipment includes common household 

items that are easily obtainable and fit into a space the size of a standard 5-gallon bucket. If 

your department hasn’t completed this training and received your buckets, I highly encourage 

you to do so. There are still buckets left and this training is always good to review. You can find 

the training by visiting: https://fsi.illinois.edu/decon/#!/index. 

https://fsi.illinois.edu/decon/#!/index
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Sterling Fire Department LODD- Lt. Garret Ramos 

 

  

Lieutenant Garret Ramos of the 

Sterling Fire Department passed in 

the Line of Duty while fighting a 

fire in Rock Falls on December 4th. 

Ramos served with the Sterling 

Fire Department for 9 years.  

Rest Easy Brother, we will take it 

from here. 
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Chicago Fire Department LODD- MaShawn Plummer 

 

  

Chicago FF/EMT MaShawn J. Plummer of Engine 

Company 94 had been with the Chicago Fire 

Department for around 1 year. Plummer 

succumbed to injuries he sustained while 

fighting a fire and passed on December 21st.  

Rest in peace brother we will take it from here. 



Office of the State Fire Marshal  December 2021 

WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/ 5 

 

Employee Spotlight 

 

 

 

 

 

Where are you originally from? I’m from here in Springfield 

Tell us about your family? I am single. Although, I come from a 

large family to celebrate things with. 

Favorite food(s)? My favorite thing to eat is a New York Strip served Medium Rare, with a baker 

and Broccoli. 

Hobbies? I like to draw and paint still life items. My latest one is of a green apple sliced with an 

orange slice, a lemon slice and a red apple slice in the middle of the green apple. Took me 

about four hours to get it right. 

What’s your favorite movie or book?  Big LOR fan, but my all-time favorite is The Godfather 

movies. Books I like Dune, Frank Herbert’s classic and some stuff from Stephen King. 

When you get in the car what type of music will be coming out of your speakers? Alternative 

Rock, Offspring, Bush, Nirvana and the like. 

What did you want to be when you were a kid? I wanted to be an architect, went to school for 

it and couldn’t get through the engineering class. So, I went into teaching, missed the cut off for 

the edTPA test by three points. The edTPA is: 40 pages of what I did and why I did what I did in 

student teaching. That’s why I’m here now.  

What’s your favorite part of the job? Staying busy all day. 

What’s something unique about you? While serving in The Air Force, I have been around the 

globe twice and been to 27 countries and 48 states. 

Where is your favorite place to vacation? Thailand, it is beautiful there once you get out of the 

big cities. 

Where is your bucket list destination? There are only few more places I want to go, the first is 

Australia. I want to spend some time in Sydney and Perth. 
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Firefighter Medal of Honor Nomination 

  

The Firefighter Medal of Honor Nomination window is 

open until February 1st, 2022.  

The Firefighting Medal of Honor Annual Award 

program established by Public Act 86-1230, will place 

emphasis and priority on the consideration of 

firefighters who have been killed or seriously injured in 

the line of duty and those who have displayed 

exceptional bravery or heroism while performing their 

duties as a firefighter. 

Applications for this award can be found by visiting 

the OSFM’s website: 

https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sfm/SFMDocuments/

Documents/FFMoHNominationForm.pdf  

The 2022 Medal of Honor Ceremony and The 

Fallen Firefighter Memorial Service will be held on 

Tuesday, May 10th at 10 AM. Please check back 

our website or follow our facebook and twitter 

pages for any additional updates. 

https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sfm/SFMDocuments/Documents/FFMoHNominationForm.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/sfm/SFMDocuments/Documents/FFMoHNominationForm.pdf
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Keep the Wreath Red Campaign 

 

  

Our Keep the Wreath Red Campaign for 

the 2021 Holiday Season wrapped up on 

January 2nd. Unfortunately, this year 

there were 16 fire related deaths across 

the state between December 1st and 

January 2nd. Sadly, two of those deaths 

were fallen firefighters. Fire Safety isn’t 

just a topic during the holiday season but 

is a yearlong effort.  

Wreaths were hung and displayed at the 

OSFM headquarters in Springfield and at 

the Quinn Fire Academy in Chicago. This 

year we expanded our campaign and 

added wreaths at our new Chicago office 

at 555 Monroe and a special thanks to 

our friends and partners at the Illinois 

Fire Service Institute in Champaign for 

hosting a wreath.  

 

Display at OSFM Headquarters in Springfield 

Display at OSFM Chicago Office 

Display at IFSI in Champaign 

Display at Quinn Fire Academy in Chicago 
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Municipality Notice on Applicability of Life Safety Code 
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Municipality Notice n Life Applicability of Safety Code 
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Municipality Notice on Applicability of Life Safety Code 
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OSFM/CFD Holiday Decoration Safety 

  The OSFM partnered with the Chicago 

Fire Department to host a safety 

demonstration for holiday 

decorations. OSFM PIO JC Fultz and 

Chicago Fire Commissioner Annette 

Nance-Holt spoke to the media and 

provided tips to help keep everyone 

fire safe during the holiday season. 

Both also stressed the importance of 

proper use of space heaters and other 

supplemental heating devices not 

only during the holidays, but 

throughout the winter months.  

A demonstration was conducting 

showing how quickly a fire can spread 

if your Christmas tree is dried out. 

This stressed the importance of 

adding water daily to the tree and 

removing them when they become 

dry.  

Left to Right: OSFM PIO JC Fultz, Chicago Fire 

Commissioner Annette Nance-Holt and Chief Walter 

Schroeder 
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OSFM/IFSI Holiday Decoration Safety Forum 

  

The OSFM joined with our friends and partners at the Illinois Fire Service Institute 

during a live forum promoting Holiday Fire Safety.  Decoration safety, candle safety, 

general home safety and heating safety were a few topics discussed. A live 

demonstration was conducting showing how quickly a fire can spread if you have a 

dry Christmas Tree in your home. The Close Before You Dose Campaign was also 

highlighted, which a bedroom was set up in the stagged house and was shown after 

the fire. The effects of the smoke and heat from the fire were minimal thanks to the 

door being closed.  

To view the forum visit: https://youtu.be/NahL66TetDc  

https://youtu.be/NahL66TetDc
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Hall’s Harley Davidson Donation 

  

Left to Right: OSFM Fire Service Outreach Coordinator Greg Hay and GM Hall’s Harley Davidson Diane 

Hughes 

OSFM’s Fire Service Outreach Coordinator 

Greg Hay received a check on behalf of the 

Illinois Firefighter Memorial Foundation for 

$3,000 dollars from the General Manager of 

Hall’s Harley Davidson in Springfield Diane 

Hughes. This donation is from proceeds 

raised from their 9/11 Ride to Remember. 
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Fire Marshal Perez at First Responders Bowl 

  

Illinois State Fire Marshal Matt Perez 

was selected as one of the 

representatives from the National 

Association of State Fire Marshals to 

attended First Responders Bowl in 

Dallas, Texas where he helped 

receive a donation of $20,000 dollars 

during the game.  

Fire Marshal Perez currently serves 

on the Board of Directors for the 

National Association of State Fire 

Marshals.  

FM Perez with University of Louisville 

Mascot Cardinal Bird 

FM Perez hanging out with members from the Dallas, 

Texas Fire Department 
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Youth Fire Setter Intervention Class Romeoville 
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OSFM DEI Working Group 

  
Our OSFM DEI efforts continued throughout the month of December as we celebrated and 

recognized the following special calendar events: 

November 28 – December 6: Hanukkah (also spelled Chanukah) is a Jewish holiday that lasts 

for eight nights, usually in November or December. Also known as the Festival of Lights or the 

Feast of Dedication, the holiday celebrates the rededication of the Holy Temple in Jerusalem 

following the Maccabean revolt against the Syrian-Greek army. The holiday takes place for 

eight nights and days, commemorating the rededication of the Holy Temple. 

December 1: World AIDS Day, commemorating those who have died of AIDS, and to 

acknowledge the need for a continued commitment to all those affected by the HIV/AIDS 

epidemic. 

December 3: International Day of Persons with Disabilities, designed to raise awareness in 

regard to persons with disabilities in order to improve their lives and provide them with equal 

opportunity. 

December 8: Immaculate Conception of Mary, the Feast of the Immaculate Conception 

celebrates the solemn celebration, by various Christian denominations, of belief in the 

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

December 8: Bodhi Day, the Buddhist holiday that commemorates the day that the historical 

Buddha, Siddhartha Gautama (Shakyamuni), experienced enlightenment, also known as Bodhi 

in Sanskrit and Pali. 

December 10: International Human Rights Day, established by the United Nations in 1948 to 

commemorate the anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

December 11: Mas’a’il, Baha’l Faith Feast Day. 

December 12: Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, a religious holiday in Mexico commemorating 

the appearance of the Virgin Mary near Mexico City in 1531. 

December 13: St. Lucia’s Day, a religious festival of light in Scandinavia and Italy 

commemorating the martyrdom of St. Lucia, a young Christian girl who was killed for her faith 

in 304 C.E. She secretly brought food to persecuted Christians in Rome while wearing a wreath 

of candles on her head so both her hands would be free. 
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OSFM DEI Working Group 

  December 16-24: Las Posadas, a nine-day celebration in Mexico commemorating the trials 

Mary and Joseph endured during their journey to Bethlehem. 

December 21: Yule Winter Solstice, celebrated by Pagans and Wiccans. The shortest day of the 

year represents a celebration focusing on rebirth, renewal and new beginnings as the sun 

makes its way back to the Earth. A solstice is an astronomical event that happens twice each 

year when the sun reaches its highest position in the sky. 

December 25: Christmas Day, the day that many Christians associate with Jesus’ birth. 

December 26: Boxing Day, a secular holiday celebrated in the U.K., Canada, Ireland, Australia, 

New Zealand, Hong Kong and South Africa. 

December 26- January 1: Kwanzaa, an African-American holiday started by Maulana Karenga 

in 1966 to celebrate universal African-American heritage. 

December 26: Zartosht No-Diso (Death of Prophet Zarathushtra), a day of remembrance in the 

Zoroastrian religion. It is a commemoration of the death anniversary of the prophet Zoroaster, 

or Zarathushtra. 

December 26: St. Stephen’s Day, a day to commemorate St. Stephen, the first Christian 

martyr, or protomartyr. 

December 26: Feast of the Holy Family, a liturgical celebration in the Catholic Church in honor 

of Jesus, his mother and his foster father, St. Joseph as a family. The primary purpose of this 

feast is to present the Holy Family as a model for Christian families. 

December 27: St. John’s Day, Apostle and Evangelist, feast day for St. John, celebrated by 

Christian denominations. 

December 28: Feast of the Holy Innocents, a Christian feast in remembrance of the massacre 

of young children in Bethlehem by King Herod the Great in his attempt to kill the infant Jesus. 

December 30: Sharaf, Baha’l Faith Feast Day. 

December 31: Watch Night, a day for Christians to review the year that has passed, make 

confessions, and then prepare for the year ahead by praying and resolving. 
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OSFM DEI Working Group 

  
Our agency DEI “Peer to Peer” Working Group met on December 2nd. Among the topics and 

issues discussed during the meeting were our agency DEI mission statement; the delivery of DEI 

orientation training to agency staff; and our agency BEP program. We also had interesting 

discussions relating to religious tolerance and our group accomplishments in 2021. 

The January group meeting is scheduled for January 6, 2022.  Any OSFM employee desiring to 

listen in on the conversation or join the group should contact Deputy Director Armstead or HR 

Director Schrage. This peer to peer exchange is completely voluntary and remains a safe place 

for OSFM employees to discuss DEI without fear of retribution for their personally held beliefs. 

We encourage authenticity at all meetings. 

Diversity = Acceptance of all 

Equity = Access for all 

Inclusion = Meaningful participation by all 
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IFSI Minute 
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CRR Task Force Update 
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CRR Task Force Update 
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Heating Safety 
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Heating Safety 
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Sullivan Fire Chief Retirement 

  

The OSFM honored retiring 

Sullivan Fire Chief Mike 

Piper for his over 31 years 

of service and leadership 

to the Sullivan community 

and the Illinois Fire Service. 

Chief Piper was one of our 

Coffee with the Chief 

participants and we wish 

him well on his retirement. 

Thanks, Chief, for your 

service!  

Left to Right: Retired Sullivan Fire Chief Mike Piper and OSFM PIO JC Fultz 
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Kudos/Shout Outs 

  
The OSFM once again adopted a family 

during the holiday season and was able 

to provide everything on their wish list!  

The OSFM was also able to purchase the 

family a new washer and dryer. 

Pictured on the left is OSFM HR/Special 

Projects Director Jodi Schrage and OSFM 

HR Specialist Laura Pemberton shopping 

for the items the family requested.  

The OSFM Welcomed some new faces to the organization! 

Antonio Gonzalez, Boiler Inspector (Cook County) – December 16 

Mike Wisniewski, Fire Prevention Inspector (Cook County) – January 3 

Mackenzie Evans, Office Assistant (receptionist) – January 3 

Lisa Falica, Office Associate, Fire Prevention Licensing – January 3 

Promotion - John Thomas, Executive I, Fire Prevention Licensing – January 3 

OSFM’s Sean Miller Technical Advisor 

III and Agency Counsel from the legal 

division was honored for his 3 years of 

service to the agency. OSFM’s Chief of 

Operations Dale Simpson is pictured 

presenting the plague.  

Sean will be moving on to Veteran’s 

Affairs. Thanks, Sean, for your service 

and we wish you well!   
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Kids’ Corner 

 


